
Why this Course?
The IB History Diploma is a 
dynamic, contested, evidence-
based discipline that involves an 
exciting engagement with the 
past. It is a course which fosters 
a sense of inquiry, developing an 
understanding of the nature of 
humans and of the world today with 
a strong focus on modern history. 
This particular course has a strong 
focus on modern history which 
allows students to engage with 
multiple perspectives and opinions 
on a number of controversial 
events/individuals. 

Syllabus:

- The study of one prescribed      
subject from a choice of five:  
Rights and Protests – the struggles 
for rights and freedoms in the mid-
20th Century

- The study of two world history 
topics from a choice of twelve: 
Authoritarian States (20th Century); 
The Cold War: Superpower tensions 
and rivalries (20th Century)

- The study of three sections from 
one HL regional option: History of 
Europe - Imperial Russia, revolution 
and the establishment of the Soviet 
Union (1855-1924); The Soviet 
Union and post-Soviet Russia (1924-
2000); Post-war central and eastern 
Europe (1945-2000)

- A historical investigation: Choice of 
historical topic

Student Profile 
The student will have a passion 
for history and investigations with 
a strong interest of evaluating the 
significance of events, individuals 
and groups throughout the course 
of history.

Assessment
Paper 1: A source-based paper set 
on the prescribed subjects

Paper 2: An essay paper based on 
the world history topics

Paper 3: An essay paper on the HL 
regional options

Internal assessment (IA): A historical 
investigation

Progression
History is a facilitating subject and 
so universities welcome students 
who have an IB History diploma 
on most courses. A qualification in 
History doesn’t limit you to a career 
specifically focused on history, 
although there are many of these. 
Other opportunities include: law, 
journalism, broadcasting, teaching, 
police, accountancy, civil service, 
politics, etc.

COURSE DETAILS

IB HISTORY

Course Title
IB History Diploma - Higher 
Level
Exam Board
IB
Course Length & 
Qualification 
 
2 Years
Generic entry requirements 
for IB Diploma subjects
4 GCSEs at Grade 4-9 
Subject specific entry 
requirements
Grade 5 at GCSE History
Compatible subjects
English, Law, Psychology, 
Sociology, Business Studies, 
Government and Politics, 
Religious Studies.


