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Experience Broaden & Apply Transition Mastery Elaboration

Develop  
Understanding

Core foundational 
understanding in a broad 
range of subjects. 

Clear building on areas of 
excellence at KS2.  

Extended knowledge in a 
broad range of subjects.

Clear application of 
knowledge across topic 
and subject areas.  

Transition into mastery of  
knowledge, from a broad base.  

Application of knowledge to 
problem solve.

Application to the ‘real-world’.

Clear depth of knowledge across subjects. 

Use knowledge to think like a specialist in the relevant 
area and develop a love for the subject. 

Clear synoptic understanding, taking concepts and 
learning from the whole course and applying to a range 
of contexts.  

Advanced knowledge development in chosen 
subject areas.

Next steps in personal development

Independent wider reading and questioning to 
develop own understanding.

Skills Development - Describe and explain
- Comment inference
- Organise 
- Basic evaluation
- Introduction of  
   practical skills 
- Problem solving
- Summarise  
   connections

- Self-direction 
- Exploration 
- Reflection
- Analyse 
- Research 
- Execution of practical 
   skills 

- Critical reflection 
- Select and synthesis  
   information
- Interpret information and ideas
- Application of practical skills 
- Study skills

- Critically evaluate 
- Make informed choices 
- Write accurately, effectively and analytically
- Read critically
- Increased accuracy of practical skills

- Create
- Combining ideas and concepts to formulate 
   arguments
- Judging the value of ideas
- Critical research
- Research methods 

Independence and
Proactivity

Supported  
independent tasks and an 
opportunity to develop 
independence in OCL

Application of knowledge 
in tasks and greater 
independency in OCL

Independent questioning of 
own learning.  Transitional OCL 
tasks completed with increasing 
confidence.

Independent tasks and OCL completed with facilitated 
direction when needed.

- Self-directed
- Motivated
- Flipped learning tasks
- Independent Wider reading used to support 
- OCL

Dream Big Students introduced to a 
range of careers.

Students start to develop 
the school’s Dream Big 
attributes.

Guided career exposure 
with outside agencies and 
employment sectors to 
enable students to think 
about different career 
paths. 

Application of the Dream 
Big attributes to real world 
experiences. 

Students reflect on how their 
choices may link to industries to 
form a successful career path.

Developing habits and life skills 
that support mental health and 
well-being.

Making informed choices about career pathways and 
opportunities to apply personal knowledge of careers 
into practise, through work experience.

Students clear through supported interviews of career 
steps and all aim to secure a placement post 16

Independent application of the schools Dream Big 
attributes to build and develop resilience. 

Personal and professional development of 
career steps and opportunities 

Students are engaged in FE, HE and  
apprenticeship visits to secure places on the 
next steps of chosen career paths. 

Encounters Range of clubs available to 
focus on nurture and 
widening horizons

Adventure holiday to develop 
confidence.

Clubs used to explore 
developing talents and 
engage with school.

Trips develop an  
increasingly wide  
understanding of the 
world and apply subject 
learning.  Visiting speakers 
used to provoke career 
thoughts.

Subject specific transition trips 
based on industry to consolidate 
knowledge of how option choices 
lead to different careers.

Critically considering the wider world and making 
informed choices.

World Challenge trip

Intensive study days to develop an expert 
understanding of subjects beyond the school 
curriculum.

Subject conferences and immersion days to 
include a whole year group Careers Trip
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